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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 1 1697 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF, VS, UK 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES: BOAT CASES MV AVA 

REFERENCE: STATE 183403 

FCO HAS INFORMED US OF MINISTERIAL DECISION REACHED LAST 
NIGHT TO PERMIT THE TEMPORARY LANDING OF THE AVA REFUGEES 
IN HONG KONG. ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE DELAYED FOR TWO DAYS 
AND HMG REQUESTS THAT THE INFORMATION BE HELD WITHIN THE 
USG UNTIL MADE PUBLIC. THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN 
INFORMED OF THE DECISION AND IS PROCEEDING WITH ARRANGE- 
MENTS TO PERMIT THE ENTRY OF THE REFUGEES. 
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